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o During the 1953 sewoun of navigation, Ji=eet Great Lakes-Buropsan and
Caribhean ateamsblp services wblatusd the highast nuber of sailings in
uha history of the trads,

2e  The IX forelgn flag Llnes nperating Lo the trads toteled over 250 sallings
into the Uraamb Lakesn via the Bt Lawvience River. It ls expectad that the
1954 smsson will rench an sven higher level as addltional shipo are being
built for ths wervige,

30 In 19054 1t 1s expecled thet there will be 73 ships oparating on a regulerly
achedulad banis lnto Ghe Grest Lavas, IU s also sxpectad Lhet thews will
ba more churterad vesewls operating Lutd Uhe ureat Lakes than in previous
yeors, )

e A rewsap of the services offerad in 1953 and the mntlelpatsd services for
1984 ia an followsm: ’

=77

5. BAMBURO=CHICAGO LINE - zr}wmﬂ = In 1953 thae Harburg-Chicmgo Line opsrated
10 ships In he brad 84 Srom Wsstern Hurops snd_ls expwoted to add st .
least thron shipn, ourrently bedng built in Germany /Fedsrel Repuhlic/, during
the 195k sesson. 'The vesnola cpevmted by the Hambur'g-Ohlicego line are:
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ﬂk Gehrimrac Sartori Clecpatrs Adrianz Anne Merie i
Konsul Sartori Desdemona Luciana i

August 3Sartori Ophelia BElfriede

6. The latter two may be released fronm Sfervice in 1954 1if ships currently under
construction are completed in time tc open the season.

7. | FABRE LINE - /ffench7 - In 1953 the Febre Line operated seven ships into
the Great Lekes from the Mediterrcneas area,. It is expected to maeilntain the
seme fleet and possibly charte:- p to four edditional ships during the 1954
season.

8. The line is operating twc SLips recently built for the Great Lakes service,
the Marguette and the Joliet, and iz operating iive liorvegian ships on e
cherter l'usis. These are:
Kollbryn Polycres: Arniic
Kollfinn Cygnus

9. | CANUK LINE -/ﬁK7 - This line entered the trade in 1953 and operated two
ships. It is expected to adad three more vessels on 2 charter basis in 1954,
This service operates between the Ui 21d US and Canadien Greet Lakes ports

| only.

10. Vessels operating in 1953 were the ¥21lloving chartered vessels which arc
| German-ownecd:

Kersten Witt
Adolph Gleue

11, AHLMAN TRANS-CARIBSEAN LILE - /Eermun7'u Io 1953 the Ahlnan Trans-Caribbean
Line operated two ships in the Great Lak z-Venezuela and Colombia service and
it is expected that a third, and pessibly @ fourth ship will be added to tue
service in 1Lysh.

12, |In 1953 the line operatad the Following: ‘

Colonia
Ciandra !
i
13. [Toese sbips have very tausual sillousttes &S far 2 the Jdreat Lakes trade is |
concerned. Both vessels have = 1akish bow which is unusual os it cuts the
|

carrying capacity by a very marlked degree, ‘The new ship which Ahlman Trans-
Caribbean is adding to the Tleet hus been redesigned and will have = blunt bow.
It will have a capacity of 150 thousand cubic i'eet vs N thousand Tor the Coloniu
and lndre The Tourth ship, curvently being buiit, will likewise have 150
thousend cubic feet capacity.

14, Jhe luportance ol a blunt bov i whie Greet Loies v-ade is because of Linitaticns
of the locks on the St Lawrence Aaver.  Maximan length of a vessel in this
service is 258 feet us the locks oo only 260 feet long. Meximum drolt is

%h feet,
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5. TFJELL LINE - /Norvegian/- In 1053 the 1jell Line operated 11 ships in the
Great Lakes-UK and Continental trade and is expected to maintain the same size
Tleet in 154, although two new ship are being built for the service. 1f they
are availeble during 1.5k, two chartered vessels operated by the Fjell line will

be released. Vessel: to be opereted dn the trade in 1054 are:
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ﬂ_ Veslef jell Grindef jell Ornef jell Oris
‘ Rutenf jell Makef jell Ravnef jell Vigor
Iukesef jell Hemsef jell Svanef jell Ferdinandstor

16. The last two ships were opereted on a charter basis in 1953 and mey be replaced
by thke Grindefjell, now nearing completion and |the Ternfjell, which is being
rebuilt after having been sunk in 1948 off the |UK.

= |

| 17.  SWEDISH-CHICAGO LINE - /Swedish/ - 1In 1953 the Swedish Chicago Line operated five
! ships in the Great Lakes-Vestern European and gcandinavian trade and expects to
i maintain the same size fleet in 1954, The vessels operated in the run will be:

Monica Smith Signeborg Fredeborg
Helga Smith Regneborg

|
‘ 18. ORANJE LINE - /Dutch/ - In 1953 the Oranje Line operated seven ships in the Great
i Lakes-Western EBuropean trade and in 195k expect‘s to add at least one more ship
which is currently under ccnstruction. The ne‘w ship will be named Prins Willem
II. In 1953 the Oranje Lire operated the foll‘owing:

Prins Willem I, III, IV and V  Prins Phillip Willem
Prins Maurits Prins Frederik Hendrik

19, SWEDISH-AMERICAN LINE - /Swedish/ - In 1953 thf‘a swedish American Line operated

five regular vessels &nd two chartered vessels ‘:Lnto the Great Lekes from
Scendinavian ports, including Fialend, end expegts to operate silx ships on =

regular basis in 1954. Vessels regularly assigned to the run are:

Brholn Borgholm Rynolm ‘
Teom Torsholm Siljan

20. The Ryholm will ve returning to service in 195k‘a.fter having been sunk in the
8t Lawrence River a couple of years ego. It he~ been rebullt end a refrigera-~
ticn compartment has been added to 1ite fe.cilitl?s as an experiment.
| ‘ 21, ARi LINE - /French 7 - In 1953 the Ferm Line éperated five ships on & charter
| b%- .8 into the Great Lekes from Vestern Europe. \ However, tramp service only was
‘ ofrfered. It 1s expected that it will continue 1".0 operate five vessels in 195k,
One of the Farm Line ships, & chartered German 'v‘reasel Wallschief, was sunk during
the 1951 season as & result of a collision wth .a Great Lekes ore carrier. 1t
is currently in dry dock in the US awaiting orders to be repaired or scrarped,

22. MBIRON LINE - /Greek Controlled/ - The Metron Line operated two vessels in the
Great Lekes-Contirental trade in 1953 and it is \expected that it will operate
four ships in 195k. Fundementally, this line 18 & tramp operation. Solid loads

are booked from the Continent to Chicago or other Great Lekes ports and the line

will carry anything outbound at & price about 50% off the rates of the regularly
scheduled lines.

23, During 1953 two other lines inaugurated service from the Great Lekes into the
Ceribbean aree with one ship each, but it is e;qa‘ected that poth will withdraw
from the service in 195k,

2k, The West Line operated the Armire on & charter basis end the Cuban-Americen Line
operated the Rabat, also on & charter basis. Bo‘th lines concentrated on hauling
suger from Cuba %o Great Lakes ports, but had difficulty getting out-bound cargo
because of the irregular nature of their calls.

25, A late ruwmor concerning the Great L&kea-Eu’ropem‘ service 1s that a very prominent
Germen line will enter the trade in 1954. No specific details are known to date,

~end.-
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